Steps to a Hard Heart

Hebrews 3:7-12
Hebrews 3:12-13
Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.
But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
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Three Symptoms of Drift
1) Not resting in the Promises of Scripture - Heb.2:1
2) Not running boldly to the throne of grace in Prayer - Heb.4:16
3) Not returning to the Assembly - Heb.10:24-25

Hard Heart Prevention (Heb.3:13)

1) Hardening is a daily process through problem-centeredness and disappointment with God - exhortation must match that pace

2) Check your community input - exhortation to reflect Christ and rest in His Word? Or, sight-based pragmatism?

3) Target the agent of hardening - the deceitfulness of sin, not the circumstances.

4) Ask those closest to you to assess for Blame, Justification, Minimizing, Comfort-seeking, and/or Reinventing the truth

Application points:

1) Work through the four steps — which step most accurately describes where you are now?

2) Bring one unanswered prayer or long-term disappointment back to the Lord this week.

3) Who can you exhort towards faith & Christ-likeness amid challenging circumstances this week?




